22                THE FRENCH GENERAL STAFF
When the French advanced into the Warndt Forest at
the beginning of the war, their tanks had considerable
success against the German tanks, which were less well
protected. Hitler was quick to realize the importance
of speeding up production, and during the following
eight months an enormous number of tanks were built,
so that in June, according to the French military authori-
ties, he was able to throw 4,000 tanks into the final battle
for France.
Even over the question of defence the French General
Staff was not thorough. The Maginot Line proper
covered only half the French frontier, from Basle to
Montmedy and Longwy, where the Belgian frontier
begins. It was never constructed northwards to the sea
behind the Belgian frontier, and it is very misleading that
every British war map that I have seen represents the
Maginot Line as continuous from the North Sea to the
Swiss frontier. The French had intended to continue
the line of strong fortifications northwards, but the Bel-
gian Government had stated that they would consider it
an unfriendly act, so that only a weak line was built.
The French relied instead on the Dutch and Belgians
resisting invasion long enough to enable British and
French reinforcements to arrive, a plan which saved
them the expense of building a new line at a time when
their finances were not very strong.
It was clearly mistaken economy, for if and when the
German attack came it was almost certain to be on the
weakest part of the line behind Belgium. There was
nothing new in the German plan of attack. It was the